
lumen adjacent to a selected portion of tissue to be resecte^<thg^erating capsule 
including a suturing assembly and defining a^uttifigzone adjacent to the suturing 
assembly; and 

Jssue grabber drawing the selected portion of tissue into the cutting 
zone, w}i^in the suturing assembly fastens together portions of tissue adjacent to the 
seJ^ted portion of tissue. 




38. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 36,xcraerein the suturing assembly includes an anvil 




and a stapling mechanism movably co^^pled to one another for movement between a closed 
^ V position and a tissue receiving 




^[ 41, (Amended ) The apparatus of claw^J^Sffurthcv comprising a control handle which, when 
the operating capsule is in an operatiyer^sition within a body lumen, remains outside the body, 
and a first flexible control elejH^t extending fi-om the control handle through the sheath to the 
operating head. 



6i 




43, (Amended) The apparatus of claim 38^j^vhgfein the anvil and the stapling mechanism are 
rotatably coupled to one another for me^ement between the closed and tissue receiving positions. 




(Amended) A system for resecting tissue fi-om within a body lumen, compjisthg: 
a flexible endoscope; 

an operating head selectively coupleable to the ejid:5scope, the operating head 
including an anvil and a stapling mechanism movable with respect to one another 
between a closed position in which th^^^lml and the stapling mechanism are adjacent to 
one another and a tissue receiyin^osition in which the anvil is separated fi'om the 
stapling mechanism; 

a flexible^sKeath extending from a proximal end of the operating head so that, 
when the op^ting head is in an operative position within a body lumen, a proximal end 
of the/ffexible sheath extends out of the body lumen; and 



a control handle coupled to tiie proximal end of the flexible sheath. 




47. (Amended) The system of claim 45, wherein the operating head foijlier compnses a 
position adjusting mechanism for adjusting the position of the ^^jvifrelative to the stapling 
mechanism, the system further comprising a position^d^^ing flexible control member 
extending between the control handle and thg^p^tion adjusting mechanism. 

48. (Amended) The system of claim 47, wherein the position adjusting mechanism moves 
the anvil and the stm>ling mechanism relative to one another between the tissue receiving 
position and a^pling position in which the anvil and the stapling mechanism are separated by a 
predetprfnned gap, wherein the predetermined gap is smaller than a separation between the anvil 
aiKl the stapling mechanism when in the tissue receiving position. 

49. (Amended) A method for resecting tissue from within a body lumen, comprising^e 
steps of: 

a. inserting an operating head coupled to a flexible endoscope ink5a body lumen, 
wherein the operating head includes an anvil and a stapling mechanism; 

b. advancing the operating head over the endoscope witnin the body lumen to a 
desired position relative to a selected portion oftissue to be resected; 

c. moving at least one of the anvil and the sjt^ling mechanism relative to the other 
from a closed position in which the afivil and the stapling mechanism are adjacent 
to one another to a tissue receiyidg position in which the anvil is separated from 
the stapling mechanism; 

d. drawing the selected i)pftion oftissue into a tissue receiving chamber within the 
operating head; 

e. moving at least^ne of the anvil and the stapling mechanism relative to the other 
from the tksue receiving position to a stapling position in which a surrounding 
portion/of tissue adjacent to the selected portion of tissue is clamped between the 
anvil and the stapling mechanism; 

apling the surrounding portion oftissue; and 



